15th March 2022

East Hunsbury Primary School

Newsletter
Message from the Headteacher
I have written a number of letters home to parents and
carers over time, but this is without doubt the most
difficult. As previously informed, after thirty years as
Headteacher (twenty one of those as Headteacher of
East Hunsbury Lower and later East Hunsbury Primary
School), I will be retiring at Easter.
It has been an absolute privilege to lead such a vibrant
school with such enthusiastic and engaging children,
supported and challenged by caring, dedicated staff. I
have always tried my best to lead the school firmly and
fairly, with compassion and rigor, ensuring that every
individual is valued equally, feels included and
encouraged to aspire to be the best they can be. I
believe a Primary School should offer every child
something they love and enjoy and also equip them
well as students and future citizens of a diverse world.
My School, My Friends, My Future.
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I have striven to create an ethos where everyone matters, has a voice whether you are a pupil, parent, governor
or member of staff. Everyone has something to bring, something to enjoy, something to aspire to at East
Hunsbury Primary School…a great school providing the best education and the best care. I chose this school for
my own son and I would do the same all over again, as it really is so very special. East Hunsbury Primary School is a
school which offers a rich, aspirational, enabling and inclusive curriculum. As the Super Learners emblem shows
on our front wall of our school, we are full of potential artists, writers, actors, musicians, rugby players, scientists,
dancers, social workers, explorers, politicians, bankers, environmentalists, computer programmers, designers,
teachers, caretakers, gardeners!
In this half term, we are ensuring the children have a wealth of experiences which inspire the pupils, provide
opportunities to encounter new things and enrich their learning. These have included or will include an artist in
residence in Year 4 as part of the Take One Picture Project with the National Gallery, Art, Drama and Music
Workshops in Year 5 as part of their Royal Shakespeare Project, Atomic Tom assemblies for all classes to launch
Science Week on Friday 11th March , a visit from the Planetarium Dome for Years 1-5 classes on 23rd March to
support Science as part of our Science Outside the Classroom Project and an array of workshops in my final week
including Textiles, Sport, Forest School, Art, Engineering, Yoga, Dance and Drama with lots of opportunities for the
children in our Mainstream school to learn, chatter and laugh alongside the pupils in our Specialist Unit. More
details will follow!!! We are a school with something to offer all of the children whatever their interests and
whatever their starting point.
I often welcome our new families to our school with this poem and revisit it again at our leaver’s assembly. I hope
East Hunsbury Primary School is and continues to be a people place:
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A People Place by William J. Crocker
If this is not a place where tears are understood,
Where do I go to cry?
If this is not a place where my spirits can take wing,
Where do I go to fly?
If this is not a place where my questions can be asked,
Where do I go to seek?
If this is not a place where my feelings can be heard,
Where do I go to speak?
If this is not a place where you’ll accept me as I am,
Where can I go to be?
If this is not a place where I can try to learn and grow,
Where can I be just me?
I am so grateful for my forty years of experience in teaching and of course sad to be leaving such a wonderful and
rewarding profession and such a fabulous school community. Your children make it a joy to come into work each
day and will all hold a very special place in my heart. I will continue to smile and glow with pride as I hear about
the children reaching milestones and achieving their dreams.
After a rigorous interview process, Kat Pennington has been appointed as my successor and I am delighted to be
placing the school in such skillful, ambitious, caring and enthusiastic hands. I shall be keeping a very close eye on
your news and developments over forthcoming years. I look forward to watching the school continue to improve
and excel under the new leadership team. I know that with everyone’s continuing support, the school will
continue to make memories for generations to come.
Thank you for your support over so many happy years as Headteacher. I still have two weeks to go. I wish each
and every one of you happy and healthy times today and always!
With my very best wishes,
Rita Arundel

Parent Evenings - Mainstream Years 1 to 5
It has been a long time since we have been able to meet with you in person and share your child/ren’s learning
and books, so it is with pleasure that we would like to invite you to our Mainstream Parent Evenings to be held in
person with class teachers on Wednesday 20th April and Thursday 21st April 2022 from 4pm-7pm. This will give
you an opportunity to discuss your son / daughter’s progress so far and look through a sample of their books and
work.
Further details on how to book will be sent out towards the end of end week.
Mrs Kathryn Pennington, our new Headteacher after the Easter Holidays, will be based in the library, with light
refreshments, on both evenings until 6:30pm. If you have any questions, or would like to meet her (if you haven’t
already), please pop along and say, ‘Hello.’ Accompanying Mrs Pennington will be our new Chair of Governors,
Louise Whaites on Wednesday 4:00pm-5:15pm and Thursday 4:30pm-6:00pm, who would also like to hear your
views about East Hunsbury Primary School.
Osbourne books will be displaying a range of books for you to pre-order (Osbourne books works on a commission
basis so the more books we buy the more money we raise to buy books for our library!). Jules at Home, one of our
uniform providers, will also be present selling all of our uniform in case you are running low or want to get
organised for September 2022! Cash and/or card payments will be accepted.
Although our SU and Year 6 Parent Evenings will have taken place prior to the above dates, all pupils and parents
are welcome to visit Mrs Pennington and Mrs Whaites, as well as peruse the uniform and book stalls!
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The NMPAT Big Sing 2022

Atomic Tom Visit

On Thursday 10th March 2022, members of our School
Choir attended The NMPAT Big Sing event at the Royal
and Derngate Theatre.’ Mrs Arundel attended as an
audience member and described the atmosphere as
‘joyous and really uplifting!’ Thank you to all of the
pupils – you were wonderfully brilliant! Thanks also to
Mrs Landeman for preparing the children so well and to
Miss Jarvis, Mrs Halsall and Mrs Phillips for supporting.
It was lovely to see/hear that Performing Arts has
returned to EHPS today!

On Friday 11th March, EHPS was blown away by Atomic
Tom!

Swimming in Year 6
It is a national curriculum requirement for all children
to be able to swim at least 25 metres by the end of year
6. Normally we would offer swimming to children in
Year 4, however due to disruptions caused by COVID19, we were unable to do this. Therefore, children from
Year 6 will commence swimming next term at Mounts
Baths Leisure Centre Swimming Pool.

Our action packed session was all about air. We learnt
about how air can travel in a vortex. We also learnt
about how aeroplanes fly. Finally, we explored how air
can support someone to reduce friction by using a
hover board.
The Atomic Tom assemblies were enjoyed by all pupils
throughout the school and we hope the children came
home full of the joy of Science!

Ukraine Donations
Thank you to everyone that donated to the recent
request to help support the families affected by the
tragic events taking place in Ukraine.

Further details will be sent to parents this week.

We have ceased taking donations for now – see below
for further details on how we plan to continue
supporting charities that are working with the
Ukrainian refugees.

Community Champions Fundraising

Farewell to Mrs Newnham

Our Community Champions have decided to organise a
wear ‘Red, Yellow or Blue’ mufti day on Friday 18th
March 2022.

On Friday 18th March, we will be saying farewell to Mrs
Nicola Newnham, our Office Administrator. Mrs
Newnham has been such a valuable part of our school
community, supporting leaders, parents, pupils and
staff. We will all miss her greatly and wish her
happiness and success in her new employment!

Children are invited to bring a £2.00 cash contribution,
which will go towards Comic Relief and the Disasters
Emergency Committee (DEC) to support those in need
and fleeing from Ukraine.
Thank you for your ongoing support and donations.

EAST HUNSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL
SCHOOL TERM DATES
SEPTEMBER 2021 – JULY 2022
SCHOOL CLOSES 3.30PM
BANK HOLIDAY
BANK HOLIDAY
RE-OPEN TO PUPILS

EASTER:

FRIDAY 1st APRIL
FRIDAY 15th APRIL
MONDAY 18th APRIL
TUESDAY 19th APRIL

MAY DAY:

SCHOOL CLOSES 3.30PM
MAY BANK HOLIDAY
RE-OPEN TO PUPILS

FRIDAY 29th APRIL
MONDAY 2nd MAY
TUESDAY 3rd MAY

SUMMER:

SCHOOL CLOSES 3.30PM
NPAT JUBILEE BANK HOLIDAY
SPRING BANK HOLIDAY
PLATINUM JUBILEE BANK HOLIDAY
RE-OPEN TO PUPILS

THURSDAY 26th MAY
FRIDAY 27th MAY
THURSDAY 2nd JUNE
FRIDAY 3rd JUNE
MONDAY 6th JUNE

SCHOOL CLOSES 3.30PM

FRIDAY 22nd JULY

HALF TERM:

SUMMER 2022:
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