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East Hunsbury Primary School

Newsletter
Message from the Headteacher
As we come to the end of another challenging and
different year in school, I want to thank you all for your
support, patience and understanding. You and your
children have been amazing and it has been a joy to
welcome you every morning and afternoon and to see the
learning journeys that your children continue to make. I
thank my hardworking team, who have helped to make
this possible and all parents for continuing to work in such
close partnership with the school. It makes such a
difference to the children’s learning, their progress and
their school experience and is greatly appreciated.
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In terms of additions we have made to our school staff
during this half term, we welcomed back Mrs Jane
Normington, Mrs Linda Pearce and Mrs Lucy Baines. It is
always wonderful to see staff members return to the
school - we missed them! We also welcomed new staff
member Caroline Adams to our Specialist Unit. It is
always exciting to see new people join us, bringing new
ideas and energy to our fabulous East Hunsbury Primary
School team. However, we will sadly say farewell to Mrs
Rachel Robinson and Ellen Gilbert at the end of this term, as they are both seizing new career opportunities and we
wish them every success and hope they will stay in touch in 2022.
I am sure you are all busy planning your Christmas festivities with family and friends and we hope these important
social gatherings will be able to happen this Christmas. The children are certainly very excited in school. We are sorry
that you have not been able to be a part of our usual events this half term and our planned Christmas celebrations due
to the pandemic. Covid-19 cases among staff and pupils at East Hunsbury Primary School have been rising, despite all
our efforts. Like all school communities, we have had to adapt our way of working and sharing to keep each other safe.
Thank you for working with us and being so understanding in such unprecedented times.
Be assured that Christmas is being very much celebrated in school through our curriculum, our Christmas singing,
Christmas Storytelling, Christmas Craft, Christmas parties, planned festive games and activities. I know some of this will
be shared via Tapestry, through Zooms, Class Dojo and video recordings, in order to give you that important window
into our school during the festive season.
Our last day of term is Friday 17th December. On behalf of all the staff, I would just like to wish you all a very happy
and healthy Christmas and New Year. Please do take care, stay safe and enjoy this special time with your families. We
really do look forward to the new year and hope that we can begin to plan special days when we can invite you back
into school and celebrate together once again as a whole school community!
Merry Christmas and I look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 4th January 2022.
Rita Arundel
East Hunsbury Primary School, Penvale Road, East Hunsbury, Northampton, NN4 0QW
Tel: (01604) 677970 E-mail: office@easthunsburyprimary.org
Headteacher: Mrs R Arundel

Christmas Party Day

Panto Online - Cinderella
th

Christmas party day will take place on Thursday 16
December - this is a non-uniform day (sensible warm
clothing/shoes please). Pupils will have the chance to
play games, enjoy a Christmas Dolce dinner (if you
ordered one), and just kick-back and have some jolly
fun! They’ll be lots of singing and laughter.
For anyone that didn’t order a Christmas Dolce dinner,
these pupils are invited to bring a special packed lunch
from home – maybe some party food nibbles. Please
remember products containing nuts are prohibited at
all times, due to severe nut allergies.
School uniform should be worn tomorrow & Friday.

Christmas Cards and Gifts
We are trying very hard to keep all the pupils and staff
safe, therefore we would appreciate your assistance in
not sending Christmas cards and gifts for staff into
school at this time.

Cancellation of Live Performances
In the SU, due to high levels of SU staff and pupil
absence associated with Covid-19, we made the very
difficult decision to cancel our Christmas show – there
simply wasn’t enough time to rehearse with a full
ensemble. However, on Wednesday 8th, our SU
families were treated to a family Zoom where the
children performed some lovely singing and signing.
The children were brilliant and it was lovely to see so
many parents were able to join us.
We hope to be able to invite you into school later in the
school year to see the children perform a show of some
type in 2022, because they are all superstars in the
making!
In KS1, we have decided to film the children throughout
the final week in school and will create a video
compilation of the poem they have been practising,
which all our KS1 families will be able to view for free
after the Christmas holidays.
In Year R, we again made the difficult decision to cancel
our live audience with parents, due to rising cases of
Covid-19. The children have been practising so hard,
therefore we are thrilled to be able to share a live
streamed event with Year R on Wednesday 15th
December, via Zoom. We have also arranged for a
professional videographer to film the dress-rehearsal
being performed on Tuesday 14th. Parents will have the
opportunity to purchase a professionally edited version
of the Nativity on DVD or digital download. Orders will
need to be placed on ParentPay no later than Friday
7th January 2022.

We are once again thrilled to be able to bring the magic
of Pantomime direct to each classroom with the help of
Panto Online.
This year, every pupil will have the opportunity to
watch a live performance of Cinderella, streamed direct
to their classroom – Oh no they won’t…Oh yes they
will!
Will the two step-sisters, Billie Eyelash and Ariana
Shandé turn Cinderella’s life upside down, or will
Cinderella go to the ball? Why not check in with your
child(ren) at the end of the week to find out…
For more information, you can check out Panto Online
https://www.pantoonline.co.uk/

New School Management System
You may have noticed that you are now receiving
regular email communications sent via our new school
management system – Arbor. This system allows us to
email both legal guardians, as opposed to a single
primary contacts as stored on ParentPay.
Therefore, please ensure the following email address
has been added to your VIP contacts or your safe
senders list:
no-reply@mail.arbor-education.com
If you are a legal guardian but are concerned that you
are not receiving regular emails, firstly please check
your junk folder, alternatively email the school office so
that we can update your contact details.
We will continue to use ParentPay to send urgent text
messages and for you to pay for trips, activities, etc.

School Holiday Food Vouchers
We have now completed the process of emailing all
school holiday meal vouchers to all children and young
people that are eligible for benefits related Free School
Meals – this amounts to £30 per child for the two-week
holiday.
If you qualify, but have not yet received your voucher,
please contact the School Office a.s.a.p.
If you are in receipt of benefits and think you may
qualify for Free School Meals, please use the West
Northants FSM Checker to see if you qualify – it is very
quick and easy and you could benefit from financial
assistance with uniform, clubs, trips, etc.

East Hunsbury Primary School, Penvale Road, East Hunsbury, Northampton, NN4 0QW
Tel: (01604) 677970 E-mail: office@easthunsburyprimary.org
Headteacher: Mrs R Arundel

Community Champions

Early Reading in Years R, 1 and 2

Our EHPS Community Champions joined East Hunsbury
Library Gardening Friends, for their first community
project last week.

On Tuesday 25th January 2022, Miss Stryjek, Mrs
Heavens and Mrs Pennington will be holding a virtual
information session on early reading and how you can
help your child with reading, from Years R through to
Year 2. This will take place from 6.00pm-6:30pm –
more information to follow.

The children had a wonderful time planting bulbs and
meeting some of the amazing volunteers at the Library.
Our focus is on the community of East Hunsbury. We
will be working really closely with the local parish
council and senior members of East Hunsbury.

Extra-Curricular Clubs
All before and after-school extra-curricular clubs have
now finished for the current term. Clubs will re-start
week commencing 10th January 2022 - look out for
instructions on how to sign up over the coming weeks.

Additional School Closure
School will be closed on Friday 27th May 2022 in lieu of
the Queen’s Jubilee Bank Holiday, as this falls during
the half-term. All affected UK Schools have been
instructed to allocate a replacement date in line with
employment legislation. Please see the back of this
Newsletter for a complete list of term dates.

New COVID Guidance
In light of the new Covid Omicron variant, please keep
up to date with current Government guidance
regarding when to isolate. If you are travelling abroad,
please also ensure that quarantine rules are observed.
Click here for current Government guidance.

Headteacher Announcement
On 2nd December 2021, Mrs Rita Arundel (Headteacher)
announced her decision to retire at the end of the
Easter holidays in April 2022.

Dolce School Meals
The Dolce menu from 4th January through to 21st
January 2022 has been uploaded onto School Grid.
Please remember to order your child’s meals before
we return on 4th January.

School Car Park
In the New Year, we will be reviewing all current
allocations of car parking passes.
Current allocated parking passes will be re-evaluated
and if re-issued, a new pass will be provided. More
information will follow in January 2022.

School Facebook Page
Don’t forget to like and follow our school Facebook
page, for regular updates and class stories.
www.facebook.com/EastHunsburyPrimarySchool/

School Closure Procedures
Should the winter weather deteriorate, we would like
to take this opportunity to remind parents of the
procedures put in place in the event of a school closure.
In the event of a whole school closure, the school will
text/email parents via Arbor / ParentPay / Class Dojo. It
is therefore important that we have your most up to
date mobile number/email address. We will also
endeavour to add an announcement to the home page
of the school website –

The Trust is currently advertising this post and hopes to
announce the new Headship early in 2022.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs
Arundel for her commitment in leading EHPS over the
past 21 years. More information will follow on how we
plan to celebrate her lasting legacy over the coming
months.

www.easthunsburyprimary.org.uk

NPAT
East Hunsbury Primary School is
part of the Northampton Primary
Academy Trust (NPAT)

Reminder – East Hunsbury Primary closes to all pupils for the Christmas and New Year break at the end of day on
Friday 17th December 2021. We re-open to pupils on Tuesday 4th January 2022. We wish all our pupils, families and
staff and very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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Tel: (01604) 677970 E-mail: office@easthunsburyprimary.org
Headteacher: Mrs R Arundel

EAST HUNSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL
SCHOOL TERM DATES
SEPTEMBER 2021 – JULY 2022
CHRISTMAS 2021:

SCHOOL CLOSES 3.30PM
BANK HOLIDAY
RE-OPEN TO PUPILS

FRIDAY 17th DECEMBER 2021
MONDAY 3rd JANUARY 2022
TUESDAY 4th JANUARY

SPRING
HALF TERM:

SCHOOL CLOSES 3.30PM
SCHOOL TRAINING DAY
RE-OPEN TO PUPILS

FRIDAY 11th FEBRUARY
MONDAY 21st FEBRUARY
TUESDAY 22nd FEBRUARY

EASTER:

SCHOOL CLOSES 3.30PM
BANK HOLIDAY
BANK HOLIDAY
RE-OPEN TO PUPILS

FRIDAY 1st APRIL
FRIDAY 15th APRIL
MONDAY 18th APRIL
TUESDAY 19th APRIL

MAY DAY:

SCHOOL CLOSES 3.30PM
MAY BANK HOLIDAY
RE-OPEN TO PUPILS

FRIDAY 29th APRIL
MONDAY 2nd MAY
TUESDAY 3rd MAY

SUMMER
HALF TERM:

SCHOOL CLOSES 3.30PM
NPAT JUBILEE BANK HOLIDAY
SPRING BANK HOLIDAY
PLATINUM JUBILEE BANK HOLIDAY
RE-OPEN TO PUPILS

THURSDAY 26th MAY
FRIDAY 27th MAY see note*
THURSDAY 2nd JUNE
FRIDAY 3rd JUNE
MONDAY 6th JUNE

SUMMER 2022:

SCHOOL CLOSES 3.30PM

FRIDAY 22nd JULY

*Note*
Schools will be closed on Friday 27 May 2022 in lieu of the Queen’s Jubilee Bank Holiday as this falls during the halfterm. All affected UK Schools have been instructed to allocate a replacement date in line with employment
legislation.

SCHOOL TERM DATES
SEPTEMBER 2022 – JULY 2023
AUTUMN 2022:

SCHOOL TRAINING DAY
SCHOOL TRAINING DAY
RE-OPEN TO PUPILS

THURSDAY 1st SEPTEMBER 2022
FRIDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER
MONDAY 5th SEPTEMBER

AUTUMN
HALF TERM:

SCHOOL CLOSES 3.30PM
SCHOOL TRAINING DAY
RE-OPEN TO PUPILS

FRIDAY 21st OCTOBER
MONDAY 31st OCTOBER
TUESDAY 1st NOVEMBER

To see a full list of school term dates for 2021/2022 and 2022/2023,
please click here to be taken to our school website
www.easthunsburyprimary.org.uk
East Hunsbury Primary School, Penvale Road, East Hunsbury, Northampton, NN4 0QW
Tel: (01604) 677970 E-mail: office@easthunsburyprimary.org
Headteacher: Mrs R Arundel

