27th January 2021

East Hunsbury Primary School

Newsletter
Message from the Headteacher
Where has Term 3 gone - I am only just finding a window
of opportunity to write to you all! But we have achieved
so much already.
Firstly, I just want to say a massive thank you to all parents
and carers for how quickly you have been able to adapt
once more to the changes at this time. I know school
closures and remote learning are not easy for anyone, but
you have been brilliant in encouraging your children to log
in each day and have done your best to support your
children at this very difficult and challenging time. With
your continued support I know we can work through these
challenges together and come out of them much stronger

Special Points of Interest












Headteacher Message
Absence Reporting
School Holiday Meal Vouchers
Covid Reporting during Half-term
Reading Books
School Car Park
New Staff
Mrs Pennington’s Reads
The Lodge Opening
Song-writing Course
School Closure Procedures

and more resilient. Obviously, we don’t know what is to come in the next few weeks, but all indications are that schools
will be working remotely beyond the February half term, if not until the Easter Break.
We currently have between 150 – 160 pupils attending daily, which is the size of some small Primary Schools. Thank
you to the many parents who are helping us to keep numbers low in school by supporting their child with remote
learning at home, which helps us control numbers and lower the transmission of the virus. The Government advice is
to ‘keep your child at home wherever possible’ and we thank those families who are managing to do this and
acknowledge how challenging that must be for you! We know everyone is trying their best and juggling many things,
so thank you for all of your efforts.
Thank you to all those who responded to our Remote Learning Survey. Your comments were so positive, so constructive
and so welcome, as we try to make what we offer remotely the best it can be in a very challenging world.
I must also say a huge thank you to the staff. They have consistently gone over and above throughout the whole
pandemic in their dedication to support all children to do the best they can. They have adapted to an ever changing set
of circumstances, often with very little prior notice. They have shown resilience and persistence when faced with
challenges and have not only made sure learning is in place, both at home and in school for children of critical workers
and vulnerable children, they also continue to support those families and children who are most in need at this time.
The Remote Learning provided has certainly stepped up a gear and your survey shows you feel that too. And, most
importantly I want to say a huge well done to the children for how well you have adapted to online learning. It has
been excellent to see how much you have engaged with the lessons and tasks in the last few weeks. You have been
brilliant! School is not the same place without you.
Covid Lateral Flow Device (LFD) tests for school staff have arrived in school this week and testing will begin this evening
(Wednesday) - staff will be tested twice a week. We must advise parents and carers that if a member of staff tests
positive via a LFD test, they will be sent for a Covid PCR test - a positive LFD result would suggest a member of staff has
a high viral load and is likely to be highly contagious, therefore we will need to close their bubble as a precaution until
the PCR result comes through. If the test is negative, the bubble will be invited back the next day. If the PCR is also
positive, the bubble will be asked to isolate for 10 days. We apologise for the inconvenience and uncertainty this might
cause, but the tests should make the school a safer place to attend and to work.
We all look forward to returning to some sort of normality sometime soon. In the meantime, thank you for your much
appreciated support. Stay safe and well everyone and look after each other.
Rita Arundel
East Hunsbury Primary School, Penvale Road, East Hunsbury, Northampton, NN4 0QW
Tel: (01604) 677970 E-mail: office@easthunsburyprimary.org
Headteacher: Mrs R Arundel

Reporting Absence
Please can we remind parents that if your child is
unable to attend school, or attend a remote lesson,
please report your child’s absence via the school office,
by either telephoning or emailing the school.
Tel – 01604 677970
Email – absence@easthunsburyprimary.org
We would encourage parents to liaise with Teachers
about learning, curriculum and well-being matters via
Class Dojo, but absence related issues should be
reported in the usual manner.

Covid Reporting - February Half-term
Schools continue to play an important role in contact
tracing for those pupils and staff who continue to
attend school and test positive for coronavirus (COVID19).
The DfE have asked all schools and parents to take the
following action during the February half-term break,
should a child / staff member that is attending school
test positive for Covid-19:
1. Where pupils or staff still attending school test
positive having developed symptoms within 48
hours of being in school prior to the half-term
break, we ask that you contact the school via
the following email addresses:
ArundelR@easthunsburyprimary.org
PenningtonK@easthunsburyprimary.org
Boswelll@easthunsburyprimary.org
2. Where pupils or staff still attending school test
positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) during the
holidays, having developed symptoms more
than 48 hours since being in school, you do not
need to inform the school.

New Staff Members
We are pleased to announce the following new
members of staff here at East Hunsbury Primary:
Jo Long – School Business Manager
Lucy Baines – Teaching Assistant (SEN)
Rebecca Forrestal – Higher Level TA (SEN)
Bridgette Oyebanjo – Teaching Assistant (SEN)
Sarah Leigh Earl – Lunchtime Supervisor

Provision for School Holiday Meal
Vouchers
Northamptonshire County Council will be providing
School Holiday Food Vouchers for the February halfterm period to all children and young people that are
eligible for benefit related Free School Meals. All
eligible families will receive vouchers in the amount of
£15 per child for the week’s holiday.
Our school admin team will be distributing these
vouchers towards the end of next week and eligible
parents will be advised via a ParentPay email.

Reading Books
Please see below a reminder of the next Reading Book
Collection dates in each Year Group:
Year R – Thursday 4th February
Year 1 – Wednesday 3rd February
Year 2 – Tuesday 2nd February
Year 3 – Friday 5th February
Year 4 – Friday 5th February
Year 5 – Friday 29th January
Year 6 – parents should advise the teacher direct when
their child is ready to collect new books. Dates will be
arranged on an individual basis.

Access to the School Car Park
May we remind all families that only parents with
pupils attending our Specialist Unit, holders of Disabled
Badges and Parents with car park permits are allowed
to enter the school car park to drop off and pick up
their child at the beginning/end of the school day.
Could we also remind parents not to walk across the car
park but to use your designated entrance gate and the
safe paths / zebra crossings into school. Thank you.

Mrs Pennington’s Recommended
Reads
Mrs Pennington will be sending out her next list of
Recommended Reads via a separate newsletter,
hopefully next week.
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The Lodge has officially
opened!
The Specialist Unit (SU) has now expanded to
meet the needs of 47 pupils. We have a newly
converted mobile provision that we are calling
the ‘Lodge.’ Red class and Yellow class are
now based in the Lodge and the pupils who
are in school are enjoying settling into their
new environment. In the Lodge, there are 2
classrooms, a group room, a workspace and a
sensory room. We are beginning to design and
plan our sensory room so watch this space!
We think the Lodge is a brilliant addition to
our school.
Within the main school building, we now also
have a new ‘Purple’ class to complement our
existing Blue, Green and Orange classes.

Free Half-term Song-writing Course
Northants Cultural Education Partnership in collaboration with South Northants Council and Northamptonshire
Music and Performing Arts Trust (NMPAT) are hosting a new songwriting and wellbeing course for 7-12 year olds
(Years 3 to 6).
The sessions will take place on Zoom with singer, songwriter and vocal coach Sophie Garner. Participants will be
sent a copy of Sophie's Songwriting Journal ahead of the online sessions. Over the five days everyone will create
their own original song, and learn about how singing can help our mental and physical health.
The sessions will last one hour and take place in the morning of the five days of February half term.
If your child like to register for this course, please do so via the following link:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ncep-songwriting-project-with-sophie-garner-tickets-137927991335
Once you have registered your interest, you will be informed of exact timings for the group you are assigned
together with a full application form - your songwriting journal will be posted to you.
The course is free to attend for those aged 7-12 living in Northamptonshire. This course is suitable for anyone with
additional learning needs or requirements. You will need access to Zoom and a stable internet connection.
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School Closure Procedures
Following a recent bout of adverse weather, we would like to remind parents of the procedures put in place in the
event of a school closure. Please note, this is different to previous years.
In the event of a whole school closure, the school will text/email parents via the ParentPay school communication
system. It is therefore important that we have your most up to date mobile number/email address. We will also
endeavour to add an announcement to the home page of the school website – www.easthunsburyprimary.org.uk
Please note, Northamptonshire County Council no longer has a ‘School Closure’ page on its website.

Remote Learning Parent Survey
Please feel able to respond to this survey as it is still open. Our next Newsletter will share the results and next
steps for the school.
If you have a child learning remotely at home and would like to respond to the survey but have not yet, please
click here .

EAST HUNSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL
SCHOOL TERM DATES
SEPTEMBER 2020 – JULY 2021
SPRING
HALF TERM:

SCHOOL CLOSES 3.30PM
RE-OPEN TO PUPILS

FRIDAY 12th FEBRUARY
MONDAY 22nd FEBRUARY*

EASTER:

SCHOOL CLOSES 3.30PM
BANK HOLIDAY
BANK HOLIDAY
RE-OPEN TO PUPILS

FRIDAY 26th MARCH
FRIDAY 2nd APRIL
MONDAY 5th APRIL
MONDAY 12th APRIL

MAY DAY:

SCHOOL CLOSES 3.30PM
MAY BANK HOLIDAY
RE-OPEN TO PUPILS

FRIDAY 30th APRIL
MONDAY 3rd MAY
TUESDAY 4th MAY

SUMMER
HALF TERM:

SCHOOL CLOSES 3.30PM
SPRING BANK HOLIDAY
RE-OPEN TO PUPILS

FRIDAY 28th MAY
MONDAY 31st MAY
MONDAY 7th JUNE

SUMMER 2021:
SCHOOL CLOSES 3.30PM
*Amended on 9th December 2020

TUESDAY 20th JULY

Due to a change in legislation, schools cannot authorise any holidays in term time.
Penalties may apply.
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