East Hunsbury Primary School

12th November
2020

Newsletter
Message from the Headteacher
On behalf of all the staff, can I wish you a warm
welcome back to school after half term and we hope
that you managed to catch up with loved ones, family
and friends during half term, before going into the
second lock down.
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The children have had a great start to the new term and
we are seeing some excellent work and behaviour. In
the next few weeks, all the children will be undertaking
some assessments, which will give us a clearer picture
of who has already caught up on their missed learning
and who might need further support and intervention,
both at school and at home. We hope to share this
information with you all during Parents Evening later
this half term. Watch out for dates and how to book onto our new online booking system. Due to Covid, these
discussions will be virtual this half term but, it will still be a really important opportunity to meet your child's
teacher, talk about how they have settled back to school, share the assessment outcomes, what we are focussing
on in their learning and how you can help us. Year 6 and the classes from the Specialist Unit are the first to try the
new remotely held appointments this week and we are keeping everything crossed that the technology works.
Other Year Group Parent Evenings will be held at the start of December so that all the latest assessment
information can be shared with you.
We are trying to keep the children's school experience as normal as we can and the children continue to enjoy a
broad curriculum including Art, DT, Science, Humanities, Dance, Gymnastics, Games, Music and French, as well as
the rigour of Reading, Writing and Mathematics. The children are showing us that they are happy to be back in
school with their friends and displaying positive attitudes to their learning. It's lovely to see their smiles and
observe their efforts in the classroom. As we approach Christmas, staff are already discussing how we can best
capture and share the loveliness that we always want our children to enjoy at this very special time of year. We
need to be creative – more information to follow!
Thank you to the many, many parents who are helping us to keep our community safe and our classes open
during this pandemic, by observing social distancing and wearing masks on the school premises when dropping off
and picking up at the start and end of each school day. It is greatly appreciated as we wish to protect you all as
much as we can and avoid bubbles being sent home as much as possible. Please support us in our efforts.
Everyone must play their part to get through this as a school community.
Stay Safe, Rita Arundel

Absence Reporting
If you need to report your child absent from school, please use the following methods:
1. Leave a voice message by calling 01604 677970, option 1, or
2. Email absence@easthunsburyprimary.org before 8.30am.
Please do not use Class Dojo to report your child absent.
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Poppy Appeal & Children In Need 2020 – Wear Red on Friday 13th November
Friday 13th November is Children in Need day and yesterday we held a two-minute silence in aid of Remembrance
Day. We have therefore decided to support both events in school, as follows:
As we were unable to sell poppies this year, we are proposing that the children come to school on Friday (13th)
dressed in Red Mufti. We are asking for a £2 donation, payable via your Parentpay account, which will then be
shared between Children in Need and the Royal British Legion. Please note, sensible outdoor shoes should be
worn at all times along with warm clothes, particularly as the weather is becoming chillier! Pudsey ears are of
course also welcome!
Royal British Legion Poppies help to provide thousands of modern veterans, service men, women and their
families with vital advice and support. So please join this year’s Poppy Appeal. We hope as many of you as
possible will see the gorgeous poppy display outside Hunsbury Library created by East Hunsbury Parish Council.
Thank you if your family were creative and designed a poppy for this!
The theme for Children in Need this year is: “Together we can change young lives,” with a particular focus on
supporting young people to ensure they have the best support available to help them with life’s challenges.
We will let all members of our school community know the total amount raised for Children in Need and the Royal
British Legion as soon as possible after the event. Thank you for your ongoing support.

Mrs Pennington’s Recommended Reads
As the winter night’s draw in, it is a great time to snuggle up and enjoy a good book together. To help you choose
which books to read here are some of my recommendations.
Reception
The Hairy McClary Series by Lynley Dodd!
Enjoy following the mischievous doggie Hairy Maclary as he goes on many adventures and sometimes meets Scar
Face Claw! There are many, many books in this collection all with wonderful rhythm and rhyme – you will certainly
find yourselves bouncing along as you read them together.
It is a good idea to now start reading slightly longer stories with your child to increase their listening stamina and
to develop their imagination. I recommend the Flat Stanley stories by Jeff Brown, Paddington Bear by Michael
Bond and even some of the shorter Roald Dahl books like Fantastic Mr Fox are great for this age!

Years 1 and 2
Fairy stories are often an all-time favourite with young children and I
recommend The Greatest Magical Stories by Michael Morpurgo (The
Rumpelstiltskin story is my favourite!) as a good collection of the finest tales. I
am also a big fan of the You Choose Series by Nick Sharratt and Pippa
Goodheart. They have recently brought out a version: You Choose Fairy Tales.
Enjoy talking to your children about what type of hero they would choose to
be and how would they travel e.g. by magic carpet or by climbing a beanstalk!
Years 3 and 4
If your children enjoy fairy tales then they may enjoy reading fairy tales with a twist like the ones written by
Bethan Woolvin.
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Or, The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs by Pat Zietlow and The Wolf’s Story by Toby Forward.
If you would like to read a laugh
aloud chapter book then I
recommend the Amelia Fang
Series by Laura Ellen Anderson (I
am reading Amelia Fang and the
Lost Yetti Treasures at the
moment!)

Years 5 and 6
There are so many good books out there for older children now and some of my current favourites are:
The Nevermoor Series by Jessica Townsend, Goth Girl by Chris Riddell, Seven Ghosts by Chris Priestly (this one is a
little bit scary!) and the Bear Grylls adventures.

Please share books with your child/ren everyday – no matter how old they are we can all enjoy a good story!
If you have any questions about reading or writing, then please do not hesitate to contact me.

Christmas Card Project 2020

School Photos

Earlier this term your child had the opportunity to make
a Christmas design and submit it to school to be made
into a Christmas card. The proofs have now been
returned, so please check your child's book bag for it.

If your child attended school on Friday 6th November,
they will have had their school photo taken by Kittle
Photography.

On the card you will see your child's printed design and
a range of merchandise that you can order. Please
order and pay for the merchandise via ParentPay. The
closing date is Sunday 15th November 2020. This is an
extension from the 6th November as printed on the
card.
Please note, if your child did not submit a design, they
will not have a proof and we are unable to make a new
order at this stage.

Requirement to Wear Face Masks
Reminder, all parents and carers have been asked to
wear a face mask when on the school grounds at
morning drop off, afternoon collection or if entering the
building for a pre-arranged meeting. Thank you for your
co-operation.

Each child was given an important ‘order ticket’ – if you
would like to order your child’s image, please follow the
instructions on the ticket. All orders should be placed
online no later than Friday 27th November 2020.
If you misplace your ‘order ticket’ or you are a parent
that requires a separate ticket, please contact the
school office asap and we will arrange to email you
separate order instructions –
office@easthunsburyprimary.org

ParentPay
Following the issues last week with ParentPay emails
(with attachments), not being delivered to Hotmail and
Outlook.com accounts, we wanted to reassure you that
ParentPay fixed the problem within 24 hours. Thank
you for your patience whilst this problem was resolved.
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Reception New Intake 2021

Key Stage 1 Snack – Years R, 1 & 2

Due to the current pandemic and national lockdown,
we find ourselves unable to host New Intake 2021 visits
to the school as planned in November and December
2020. Unfortunately, this means that we have had to
cancel your existing tour that you have booked.

Your voluntary contributions help us to top-up the fruit
the school receives from the School Fruit & Vegetable
Scheme to ensure we provide a varied snack option
each day. To contribute, please login & pay via your
ParentPay account. Thank you.

In its place, we will be offering group Zoom calls, in
which we will share a virtual video, a new intake
presentation and host a Question & Answer session for
all participants. Zooms will take place on Thursday 3rd
and Tuesday 15th December 2020 at 10am, 2pm and
4pm.

Key Stage 2 Snack – Years 3 to 6

To reserve your place on a Zoom, please email our
school office; office@easthunsburyprimary.org and we
will email you a link to join a Zoom call on your chosen
date and time.

Virtual Learning
What is going to happen if your child’s class/bubble
shuts down, due to a positive case of Covid-19:
Day 1
You will be informed by the school office, and via Class
Dojo, that your child’s class will be shutting down due
to Covid-19. If we are aware of how long this will be, we
will inform you.
Day 2
During the following morning, your class teacher will
either hold a live Zoom meeting or send a pre-recorded
message (a link to this will be sent to you via class
Dojo). In this meeting, the class teacher will reassure
the children and set work for the day. The teacher will
then be unavailable for the rest of the day whilst they
prepare for the learning to be completed during
lockdown and acquire a Covid test themselves, if
necessary.
Day 3 Onwards
Routine and consistency is really important for your
child/ren; therefore, to support them, and you, with
this, from Day 3 onwards there will always be:
 A registration email in which the parent will be
asked to complete a quick form;
 At least, one daily zoom by an adult (this will
usually be the class teacher);

3-4 pieces of work set which will be a mixture of
pre-recorded videos by the class teacher, links to
websites, APPs and paper-based activities.

Please be advised that Key Stage 2 (Years 3 to 6) have
an opt-in snack system. It’s £8.75 for Autumn Term 2
(Nov-Dec), which works out at only £1.25 per week.
The children have a choice of 3 healthy items daily &
treats on a Friday. If you would like to join, please pay
via your ParentPay account. If you do choose to send
your child in with their own snack, please ensure it is
either an item of fruit, vegetable, yoghurt or a healthy
snack. Please avoid crisps, chocolate or sweets as we
are encouraging healthy choices with a ‘treat’ on
Fridays only.

Self-Isolation due to Covid
REMINDER
If you or someone in your household has COVID-19
symptoms, i.e. a new continuous cough, and/or a high
temperature, and/or a loss of or change in taste or
smell:
1. The person with symptoms must get a COVID test
2. The whole household must self-isolate – children
should not attend school and adults should not leave
the house to go to work.
3. Only leave your home to get a test
4. If anyone in your household tests POSITIVE for
COVID, they must self-isolate for 10 days from when
their symptoms started. All other household members
must stay at home for 14 days from the day the first
person became ill or their test was taken.
5. If anyone else then develops symptoms, you must
get a test.

School Term Dates
Please click here to download the 2020-2021 and 20212022 School Term Dates Calendar.

SCHOOL TERM DATES
SEPTEMBER 2020 – JULY 2021
CHRISTMAS 2020:
SCHOOL CLOSES 3.30PM
FRIDAY 18th DECEMBER
SCHOOL TRAINING DAY
MONDAY 4th JANUARY 2021
RE-OPEN TO PUPILS
TUESDAY 5th JANUARY 2021
Due to a change in legislation, schools cannot authorise any holidays in term time. Penalties may apply.
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